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A Call for Peace from Maryknoll



Adapted from the January/February 2006 issue of Maryknoll magazine
The members of Maryknoll, an American Catholic order of missionaries serving in countries throughout the world, recently issued the following call for peace in Iraq:
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Iraqi children light candles after a Mass for peace in 

St. Joseph's Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad.

We opposed the war formally in 2003, and we oppose it now with even greater vigor...

Now, two and a half years after U.S. forces toppled Saddam Hussein from power, Iraq seems more unstable and insecure than ever. The country is ravaged by growing violence.

Water supplies, electricity and oil production remain below pre-war levels. Prospects for returning to normalcy seem bleak as long as U.S. military forces, seen as occupiers and not as liberators, remain in the country.

Much of what we feared has come to pass:

• The cost of war in terms of human life and suffering for the people of Iraq, for our own service people and their families, and for others involved in the conflict has been unconscionable.

• War in Iraq has destabilized the Middle East, causing more death and destruction in the region and increasing the threat of terrorist attacks throughout the world.

• The ecological damage is tremendous.
• The burden of war has been carried by the poor and vulnerable as military expenditures steal funds from social programs in the United States and around the world.

Now it is time for:

Withdrawal: The United States should begin quickly withdrawing its military troops, bases and prisons from Iraq.

Reconstruction: Projects for reconstruction should not provide another windfall for U.S. firms. Contracts should provide jobs for Iraqi workers and companies.


Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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