Women, Your name is Courage! 



Casualties of war (3/19/03 - 3/6/04), and still counting …


· U.S. soldiers : 550 (died), 3164 (wounded) (http://lunaville.org, 3/5/04)
                                11,000 medically evacuated (United Press International, 12/19/03)


· Iraqis            : 5,708 - 7,356 (died, 3/20/03 - 4/30/03)

                                2,049 - 2,209 (died, 5/1/03 - 11/14/03) (Boston Globe, 11/14/03)


· U.S. Cost      : 83 Billion (~$830 per household) up to now 

                                87 Billion (for reconstruction)

March 8, International Women's day is coming!   In this war and occupation in Iraq, soldiers and women have been bearing the most hardship and sacrifice. This is especially painful when weapons of mass destruction in Iraq could not be found, when Al-Qaeda link was founded missing, and when Iraq turns into chaos and deep misery.  Let us pause and listen to the cries of mothers, wives, and daughters of the U.S. soldiers in Iraq, and also to the voices of Iraqi women. Is the sword of murder the balance of justice?

Sue Niederer, Hopewell Township, NJ (The Trenton Times, February 21, 2004)

Niederer's son 1st Lt. Seth Dvorin, 24, died on Feb. 3, 2004 while attempting to defuse a bomb in Iraq.  

"You killed my son," Niederer shouted as Colin Powell's limousine passed by the demonstration crowd at Princeton University on Feb. 20.  Powell came to receive the University's Crystal Tiger Award.  "Mr. Powell, you deserve nothing," countered Niederer.  "You deserve this award like my son deserves to be dead." 

Anabelle Valencia, Tucson, AZ (The Arizona Daily Star, November 29, 2003)

Anabelle Valencia, whose son, Chuveny, and daughter, Giselle, are serving in Iraq, joined nine others to visit their love ones and Iraqi people in Iraq on November 29.  "I want to talk with them that we here in the U.S. are their brothers," she said.  "We do not want any more blood to be spilled." 

"When the war came, we supported the war, but then the war ended but my children are still there," said Valencia, who has joined local anti-war marches.  "We want this to end," she said.  "The told us my children would be gone six months, but they lied to us."

Robin Tamara Ponton, 13 years old, Pittsburgh, PA (September 5, 2003, Military Families Speak Out)

Robin Ponton, whose Father is in Iraq, wrote the following letter to Congress on September 5, 2003, " My father's name is Staff Sgt. Charles Pollard with the 307th Military Police Reservist Company out of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He is a 22-year veteran and has been serving his country in Iraq for almost a year now. Ever since he went over there, I live in fear for his life… Bush has called an end to the war in Iraq some months ago. When the tragedy of 9-11 happened I was scared, but I am more afraid now than ever. I am afraid that my dad will not come home on his own two feet but in a body bag."

" President Bush stated that Saddam Hussein lied about these weapons, but now that my dad, and other children's dads, moms, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters have died, were injured, and are over in Iraq, we find out that President Bush didn't tell the truth during his State of the Union Address and on other occasions as well. What this is telling me is that my dad may lose his life for a lie."

"Many other children like myself, across our great nation, want their parents and family members home… Please send our troops home to their families so they can be happy." 

Candance Robison, Crawford, TX (The Dallas Morning News, August 23, 2003)

"George Bush does not support our soldiers," said Candance Robison, whose husband is an Army lieutenant in Iraq. She joined protesters near the presidential ranch in Crawford  to denounce both Mr. Bush and the war.  "He lies to our nation and our soldiers about our reasons for going to war. He makes thoughtless statements like, 'Bring 'em on' to the Saddam loyalists who target our troops." 
Val, A mother speak out, MN (January 8, 2004, Military Families Speak Out)

Val's son is in Iraq.  Every week, she writes a letter to President Bush and the Senators from the state of MN. In her letter of January 8, 2004, she wrote, "Know that there are citizens who want our soldiers home. There are citizens who want our taxes to be spent on programs for the citizens of the United States of America. It is time to focus on the overall good for all the citizens of our own country and not securing oil for the SUV's on the highways… Stop this stupid military engagement, stop the spending on this stupid military engagement and bring our troops home, now." 

Emma Withers, Dade City, FL (St. Petersburg Times, July 13, 2003)

Josh Withers, 22, is working in transport support with the Marine Expeditionary Force in Iraq.  His wife, Emma, admits she feels snookered by the whole international venture.  "I gave (Bush) the benefit of the doubt," she said. "Because I felt they might have intelligence information that was not available to me. I guess I hoped if they were going to make the leap, they would base it on something I didn't have knowledge of. I'm not sure of that anymore." 

"You just don't want to think you're being led down the garden path by the president and Colin Powell. I think I'm tired of being lied to." It's hard for her to admit, because she's a registered Republican. 

Alice Copeland Brown, Canton, MA (AP News, April 4, 2003)

Alice Brown, a tiny 65-year-old woman packs her latest box of goodies for the war front to her son, Army Maj. David Floyd, Floyd, a 44-year-old reservist from Birmingham, Ala., who is a surgeon's assistant with the Army's 3d Medical Command.  "I was a coward," Brown says, "until my son was sent to the front." 

At a March 19 rally in front of the John F. Kennedy Federal building in Boston, she joined dozens of protesters who blocked the entrance. In her Pilgrim outfit, Brown lay limply on the ground, eyes closed, arms crossed over her chest. It took four officers to carry her to the police van, where, along with 11 other women, she was handcuffed and whisked off to jail to be booked on charges of disorderly conduct. "Getting arrested," Brown says, "was one of the most terrifying experiences of my life - and the most exhilarating." 

Jessica D. Salamon, Ravenna, OH (January 6, 2003, Military Families Speak Out)

Salamon, wife of an Ohio National Guard solider, wrote to President Bush on January 6, 2004: " When you speak of sacrifices, what do you picture? … I welcome you to spend a day with me. It will be a long day, though, because I am unemployed and have trouble sleeping at night because I am under a lot of stress. I wait all day for my husband to call. I have to have my cell phone with me at all times because I am afraid to miss a call. I won't shop in the grocery store very long, because I don't get a signal in there and I'm afraid that he will call while I am in there. I cry every time I hang up with him because all of the joy and emotion is gone from his voice, he doesn't sound like the husband I married eight months ago, nor the man I have been with for nearly six years… Please, Mr. Bush, just bring them all home now." 

Mariane Brown, South Haven, CT (The Herald-Palladium, 2003)

Every Friday at noon, Mariane Brown holds pictures of her sons, soldier Michael Shepard and Robert Brown, in protest of the war in Iraq at the post office in South Haven.  Her friend Barbara Houlberg organized the silent peace protests to emphasize the number of American soldiers who have died while serving in Iraq.  They vow to continue holding the vigils each week until "the war is over" and American soldiers return home.  "We don't want any violence," Houlberg said, "We're here to win the people's hearts." 

Amal Al-Khedairy, Director of Arts & Cultural Center in Iraq (The Journal News, November 4, 2003)

Al-Khedairy spoke of friends recently gone missing to military jails and of her own house and her neighbors' houses vandalized by soliders and damaged almost beyond repair by bombs.  "Maybe as I am standing here.  We can think - think clearly with our heart and our mind - why did this happen? How could the whole world allow it to happen?" "Now Iraq is declared an occupied country.  Who is going to protect us after all this ravagement is done to the country?"

Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for weekly peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info:   

            www.rocklandaction.org, or call The Fellowship of Reconciliation at 358-4601   
03/06/2004







