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	At What Cost?

by Jorge & Vickie E. Castro

Parents of Spc. Jonathan Castro, 21, 

who was killed in Iraq on 12/21/04

(CommonDreams.org, 2/9/05)



What makes the war real is when your doorbell rings at 8:00 pm and you open it to see an Army soldier standing there in his dress uniform, with all his medals on display. And then you know, you know that it is all too real. You know that REAL people die; you know that they have come to rip your heart out. 

They regretfully inform you that your only child, the center of your universe, is gone. Dead! The word screams in your head over and over. DEAD, DEAD, DEAD!! That is exactly what happened, Dec. 21.
	Casualties of Iraq War

(3/19/03 - 3/4/05)

         Iraqi civilians: 

         100,000 died   

                (The Lancet, 11/20/04)
         U.S. Soldiers: 

         1,503 died
         11,220 wounded 
                (www.lunaville.org)

17% of soldiers traumatized (PTSD)

      (New England J. of Medicine, 7/1/04)
Truth, Civil liberties, $200 billion
	
	
	Why? Why have we put more than 1,400 American families through this?… It amazes me how many Americans have bought into one reason or another for going to war. Whatever the reason; WMD's, evil dictator, fighting terrorism, spreading democracy, or just sending a message, Americans could buy into one or more of those reasons because of 9/11. The Bush administration knew this and used it. 

War is nothing but killing and destruction. When are Americans going to stop and ask themselves "At What Cost?"  We aren't even willing to acknowledge the number of Iraqi civilians that we have killed. 




At the very start of the war, we dropped a bunker busting bomb on a restaurant that Saddam was supposed to be at, we found out later that was yet more bad intelligence. I wonder how many Americans bothered to ask themselves how many innocent Iraqis were killed in the six city blocks that bomb took out…. Do they have justification in calling us terrorists?  Now, multiply that by three years and thousands upon thousands of bombs.

I saw a picture online the other day of an Iraqi father crying as he kissed the forehead of his dead son. I understand this man's pain; this man's loss, and again I say AT WHAT COST? Our president took this country to war, a war that I feel too many Americans still are not willing to weigh the consequences of. 
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	Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm

at N. Middletown Rd. & Rte. 59 in Nanuet

                    For info: www.rocklandaction.org                      3/5/05
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