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	← Lisset Greene took her son Anthony, 6, and her daughter 19-month-old Laila to visit the grave of her husband, Sgt. Curtis Greene who committed suicide on December 6, 2004 after returning from serving in Iraq.

"Everybody said Curtis was the coolest white boy," Lisset recalled. But after he returned from Iraq in December of 2003, he changed.

Lisset said he had nightmares and couldn't sleep.


He cried easily, but avoided talking about Iraq. "He just said it was ugly, and that you don't know what it's like until you're there," she said.

Lisset said her husband shared his worst experience: A soldier next to him was shot in the face and died instantly. He told her he screamed until he got to his destination, then watched as the man was placed in a body bag. He felt guilty because they had switched seats in the car shortly before the shooting. "He said they treated the body like a bag of trash," she said. 

Sgt. Greene told his stepfather that he had to kill a few people, and that the guilt was weighing on him. "Curtis seems to think that he was a murderer," his stepfather said.

When the evening news reported deaths in Iraq, he would weep and ask his wife to turn off the TV. "He really cried, like it was someone he knew," she said. "He'd say that we shouldn't be there. He always wanted to know why we were there." 

He was terrified that his company would be deployed to Iraq.  Lisset said he wanted out of the Army, but finances were tight.  They argued fiercely. He took off in the middle of the night on Dec. 5 and drove to Virginia. He told his family there that he had gotten out of the military, "Over my dead body are they going to make me go back."

Lisset begged him to return to the base, worried he would be arrested for going AWOL.  He did go back.  On Dec. 6, he showed up for work, his uniform pressed, his boots polished. He sang cadence. That night, he was found hanging in his barracks in Fort Riley, FL. He was 25. 

"You can't expect a soldier to go and be expected to take people's lives - women, children, anyone - then expect them to come back and be fine," Lisset said. (St. Petersburg Times, FL., 2/14/05)

A recent Army study led by Dr. Charles W. Hoge of Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, showed that as many as 17 percent of soldiers serving in Iraq showed signs of major depression, generalized anxiety or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). (The full report of the study was published in The New England Journal of Medicine 2004, 352, 13-22)
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