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Teen finds ‘Future’ in the Army
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Army Pfc. Leslie Jackson
Her mother and grandmother did not want her to go to Iraq -- did not want her to enlist in the military at all -- but Leslie Jackson believed she had found her calling. 

“There's a war going on,” the older women had worried. 

“I'll be all right,” Jackson assured them. “I'll be back.” 

Now they mourn the death of the 18-year-old soldier from Richmond, killed (on May 20, 2004) in Baghdad when the vehicle she was driving struck a roadside bomb. (The Washington Post, May 24, 2004)

Pfc. Jackson was her mother's only child, a bright-eyed teenager with grit and ambition. She was a leader in the JROTC program at George Wythe High School of the Arts in Richmond. For two years she was commander of the program's 200 students, school officials said. (The Washington Post, May 24, 2004)

Approximately 50% of all NJROTC program graduates enter military service.

Her aunt, Pearl Roberts, said the teenager had not been sure what she wanted to do with her life until she discovered the JROTC program. "She was very good at it," she said, and Jackson believed that she was "military material" and that the military offered a promising future. (The Washington Post, May 24, 2004)

Two-thirds of all recruits never get any college funding from the military. 
Talk to your children about your views on war and peace.  Ask them if they are being exposed to military recruiters or propaganda in school.  Ask the school to respect your wishes regarding recruiters contacting your child, both in and out of school.

Young people’s optimism about life and the future should be a joy and a celebration for their parents, not an opportunity for recruiters to fill their quotas.

The Rockland Coalition for Peace & Justice extends its sympathy and condolences to the family of Pfc. Jackson, and to the families of all the other soldiers and civilians killed on both sides in the war and occupation of Iraq. 

Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet
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