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Families of the Fallen Unite in Grief
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Fernando Suarez del Solar, of Escondido, CA, wipes away tears while standing next to a picture of his son, U.S. Marine Corps Lance Corporal Jesus Suarez, who was killed in the war in Iraq.
It has been nearly two years since Fernando Suarez del Solar's son Jesus, a lance corporal in the U.S. Marines, died during the invasion of Iraq. 

Jesus, a 20-year-old Marine, died on Mar. 27, 2003, from stepping on an unexploded cluster bomb, a weapon that many argue is illegal under the Geneva Conventions. 

Suarez has since devoted his life campaigning to pull American troops out of the war. The other part of his mission in life, he said, is helping Iraqi children. 

On Dec. 26, 2004, Suarez and his wife Rosa joined a peace delegation to Jordan to bring $600,000 worth of medicine and supplies for displaced Iraqis in refugee camps.  Fifteen American went, including four who had lost military children to the war and one who had lost her firefighter son on Sept. 11, 2001. (The North Country Times, CA, 1/10/05)
Emotions ran high at a meeting between the delegation and Iraqis who have lost relatives to the war, and many began crying, including Suarez, a native of Mexico who moved to the United States when Jesus was a teen. 

”You have to understand that our children were forced to go to Iraq, they didn't want to go,” he said. ”Maybe the medicine we bring can help 100 children survive. But we are working to help the whole country survive.” 

Later, at another meeting with Iraqi families, Suarez listened to the story of a sheikh -- a religious and community leader -- from Fallujah, who said his son-in-law had been executed by U.S. soldiers in his home the previous week. Later, the U.S. military informed the sheikh that they had mistakenly killed the wrong man.

After pausing to wipe his tears, Suarez said, ”I understand we are united here in our grief. …No matter what I say, your own suffering is not going to change. But we can hopefully avoid that other people suffer what we have suffered. Thank you for being together today, my brother, and you are all part of my family.”

For a moment nobody in the room could speak, until the sheikh added, ”Thank you for these words that come from the heart.” (The Inter Press Service, 1/12/05)
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