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Bishops Call for Immediate Iraq Withdrawal



Source: A Weekly Digest of the United Methodist Church ~ General Board of Church and Society Council of Bishops calls for immediate Iraq withdrawal, by Linda Green, Nov. 9, 2007
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Declaring war "incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ," the bishops of The United Methodist Church called on leaders of all nations to begin an immediate withdrawal of troops from Iraq.

The bishops also urged against deploying additional troops to Iraq and against establishing permanent military bases in the Middle Eastern country.



The action came during the Council of Bishops’ semi-annual meeting on Nov. 9, 2007 at Lake Junaluska, N.C.

In addition to calling for the immediate safe and full withdrawal of troops, the bishops called on the United States and other Coalition Force nations to initiate and support a plan for the reconstruction of Iraq, giving strong priority to the humanitarian and social needs of the Iraqi people. They urged increased support for veterans of the Iraq war and all wars.

The bishops said their position is based on Jesus Christ’s call for "his followers to be peacemakers." 

"Every day that the war continues, more soldiers and innocent civilians are killed with no end in sight to the violence, bloodshed and carnage." 

–Council of Bishops resolution

The resolution is the council's latest action questioning the Iraq war. In November 2005, the bishops urged George W. Bush, who is United Methodist, to create a timeline to withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq.
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Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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