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Pablo's Story: A brave sailor
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Pablo Paredes explains why he is "resigning" from the Navy in protest of the Iraq War on Dec. 6, 04
Petty Officer Third Class Pablo Paredes, 23, refused to ship out from Naval Station San Diego with the 6,000 other members of the military to the Persian Gulf on Dec. 6, 2004.

Pablo arrived on time at the Pier on Dec. 6, but instead of wearing a uniform, he had donned a shirt that said "Like A Cabinet Member, I Resign."

"I'd rather do a year in a prison in the military than do six months of dirty work for a war I don't believe in -- and not many people believe in -- and get Marines in harm's way," Pablo told NBC 7/39.


"I don't want to be a part of a ship that's taking 3,000 Marines over there, knowing a hundred or more of them   won't come back," Pablo said. "I can't sleep at night knowing that's what I do for a living."

Pablo of Bronx, NY, joined the Navy in 2000. He said he was young and naive when he joined the Navy and "never imagined, in a million years, we would go to war with somebody who had done nothing to us."

Pablo, an electronic technician, said, "I just want people to understand that this was based on principles and not on fear, because there's really no danger to my job and there would have been a lot of danger to the marines that I would have dropped off and that would have eventually gone to Iraq and I can't be part of that." (Democracy Now, 12/10/04)
Chris Harrison, 31, of Mount Kisco, a former first lieutenant in the Army Reserves said, "What Pablo is doing is incredibly brave.  We live in a society where the ultimate ideal of courage is presented as going into combat. I'm not diminishing that, but we have lost sight of the bravery of people who stand up for what they believe in, especially when it's unpopular at the time." (The Journal News, 12/27/04)

To contribute to Pablo's cause, make online contributions at Citizens for Pablo: www.swiftsmartveterans.com
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