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What is the Cost of the Iraq War?



A new, comprehensive study by Nobel Prize winning economist Joseph E. Stiglitz, and Harvard lecturer Linda Bilmes estimates that the total cost of the Iraq war is 1.3 trillion.  (www2.gsb.columbia.edu/faculty/jstiglitz/cost_of_war_in_iraq.pdf)

Budgetary Cost of the Iraq War*
$ billion

Spent to date (combat operation)
251

Future spending on operations
271

Healthcare costs for veterans
92

Disability payments to veterans
122

Demobilizing costs 
8

Increased military spending (higher pay, costs for recruitment,    

                research and development, and maintenance)
139

Interest payments on debt
386

Total**
$1.3 trillion

*The study is based on the assumption that the U.S. will begin to withdraw troops 

   in 2006 and maintain a diminishing presence in Iraq for the next five years.

** Not included are the costs to Iraqi people.

When the loss of productive capacity of the American casualties is included, the total could top the $2 trillion mark!

How much is Rockland’s portion?

It is a whopping $3.8 billion

That’s $38,000 per household!!!

That kind of money could buy lots of things: college tuition assistance, health care, local tax relief, etc.  Instead, it is used to destroy Iraq, a nation that had nothing to do with 9/11 attacks, no WMD, and no links to Al Qaeda.  The war has made us poorer, not safer, but hopefully wiser.

Only the American people can end this madness, by demanding the immediate withdrawal of our troops and all military bases from Iraq!



Join our Peace Vigil to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                     1/28/06
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