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	What would Dr. King do?
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	On the 77th Anniversary of Dr. King's Birthday

One year before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1/15/1929 - 4/4/1968) met his death at the hands of an assassin in Memphis, Tennessee, he emphatically proclaimed his opposition to the war in Vietnam. Below are excerpts of Dr. King’s speeches Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence (4/4/1967) and Remaining Awake Through A Great Revolution (3/31/1968), which are amazingly relevant to the current war on Iraq.  


"I am as deeply concerned about our troops there as anything else. For it occurs to me that what we are submitting them to in Vietnam is not simply the brutalizing process that goes on in any war where armies face each other and seek to destroy. We are adding cynicism to the process of death, for they must know after a short period there that none of the things we claim to be fighting for are really involved." 

(Iraq war:  All claims by the Bush Administration to go to war on Iraq are proved to be false. Iraq had no connection to 9/11 attacks, no WMD, and no tie to Al Qaeda.) 

“I am convinced that it is one of the most unjust wars that has ever been fought in the history of the world. Our involvement in the war in Vietnam has torn up the Geneva Accord. It has strengthened the military-industrial complex; it has strengthened the forces of reaction in our nation.” 

(Iraq war: Bush Administration disregards Geneva Conventions, uses chemical weaponry, and tortures prisoners in Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay. The war profits Halliburton and Bechtel, etc.)

"I knew that America would never invest the necessary funds or energies in rehabilitation of its poor so long as adventures like Vietnam continued to draw men and skills and money like some demonic destructive suction tube. So I was increasingly compelled to see the war as an enemy of the poor and to attack it as such."

(Iraq war:  We have spent $230 billion on the war at the rate of $6 billion a month.  Social programs have been cut, infrastructures neglected.  Money for war, not for levees.  Billions for war, pennies for schools.  The war has already cost Rockland taxpayers $467 million!)

Thirty-nine years later, Dr. King's challenge to us remains.  To save our country from spiraling down the self-destructive path of permanent war, we, the people, must demand that Mr. Bush end this illegal and immoral war and occupation now!
	

	Join our Peace Vigil to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                     1/14/06
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