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A Coming New Draft



"I'm just terrified about it (draft).  They just seem to need new troops so desperately."

- Sharon Underwood, W. Va., mother of two sons, ages 18 and 19.    

                                                                  The New York Times, 10/3/04

The Pentagon is suffering from serious labor shortage in the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan.  It has not only ordered thousands of National Guardsmen, former Reservists and soldiers to Iraq, but also implemented the "back-door draft" by extending the combat tours of troops already in Iraq.  

Now that the presidential election is over, will the draft be reinstated soon?

We all know Combat Draft (ages 18-25) and Medical Draft (up to age 44), but there is a new draft in the making.  The Bush administration has been quietly working on a new draft called the "Skills Draft."
In May 2004, the Seattle Post Intelligencer published an article about an "Issue Paper" document they received through the Freedom of Information Act.  The "Issue Paper" revealed that the Selective Service System (SSS) is currently "designing procedures" for the implementation of a "Skills Draft" and had held a top-level meeting on February 11, 2003, on the subject with deputy undersecretaries at the Defense Department.

It would require "virtually every young American," male and female ages 18-34, to register for the Skills Draft and list all the occupations they are proficient in to fill labor shortages throughout nearly the entire government.
According to the "Issue Paper," the reason for creating the Skills Draft is that the cost of providing contract professionals, like computer network specialists, would be "prohibitive."

Although Congress would have to approve new legislation to create a Skills Draft or reinstate the Combat Draft, Family Circle reported (7/13/04) in its July 13 issue (2004) that G.O.P. strategist Karl Rove polled Republican members of Congress in September 2002 to see if they would support the president if he requests reinstatement of draft.  Republicans said they would VOTE FOR the draft and would likely support the new legislation needed to create the Skills Draft (Z Magazine, Nov., 2004).
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