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	Hope for Peace




Who would argue that war is more desirable than peace? …that any ideology – call it “democracy” or “new world order” – is worth more than the lives of innocent children, other victims of war, or our troops?  … Surely none of us would support such an idea.

Since “Peace on Earth” is the theme for this Season of the year, let’s pause to focus on what some of our greatest thinkers and leaders have said about war and peace:

 “The first casualty when war comes is truth.”  

- Senator Hiram Johnson spoke to the U.S. Senate in 1917

 “In war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there are no winners, but all are losers.”  

- British Prime Minister N. Chamberlain said on the eve of World War II

 “Older men declare war, but it is youth that must fight and die.”  

- Retired U.S. President Herbert Hoover reflected in 1944

 “When one is drafted for such war, when one registers for the draft for such a war, when one pays income tax, eighty per cent of which goes to support such war, or works where armaments are made, one is participating in this war.  We are all involved in war these days.  War means hatred and fear.  Love casts out fear.”  

- Dorothy Day of the Catholic Worker movement wrote in 1954 

“Sooner or later all the people of the world will have to discover a way to live together in peace, and thereby transform this pending cosmic elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood.”  

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. declared upon accepting the Nobel Peace Prize on December 10, 1964

On the eve of his assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., stressed the urgency of peace:

“Men, for years now, have been talking about war and peace.  But now, no longer can they just talk about it.  It is no longer a choice between violence and nonviolence in this world; it's nonviolence or nonexistence.”

-"I’ve Been to the Mountaintop," Memphis, Tenn., April 3, 1968
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	Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet

                    For info: www.rocklandaction.org            1/2/05
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